
Editorial

New Editor’s Message

I
 want to thank the NCRE Executive Board for allowing
me to serve as the new Editor for Rehabilitation
Education.  In accepting this responsibility, I hope to

build on the fine work of the previous Co-editors, Drs. John
Kosciulek and Joe Wheaton.  My overall goal as Editor is to
enhance the quality of manuscripts and increase the number 
of submissions that we receive. Toward this effort, I am
instituting several changes.  

First, ef fec tive May 1st, all manu scripts sub mit ted to the
jour nal will be re viewed us ing a new elec tronic plat form
through Manu script Cen tral. The soft ware pro gram we will
use is called ScholarOne. In or der to sub mit a manu script,
au thors need to visit the fol low ing website:
http//mc.manuscriptcentral.com/re. Once en tered into the
sys tem, au thors will be able to check on the sta tus of their
manu scripts at any given time. As part of the re view pro -
cess, I am con tin u ing a prac tice im ple mented by the pre vi -
ous Co-ed i tors which al lowed re view ers to read re ac tions
pro vided by other re view ers as signed to the manu script. In
this way, re view ers will be able to as sess the qual ity of re -
views pro duced and hope fully con tinue to im prove their
skills. 

Sec ond, the NCRE Ex ec u tive Board al lowed me to re -
tain the ser vices of a Copy Ed i tor, and, in con sul ta tion with
our pub lisher Dr. Tim Field, we will re tain the ser vices of
Anita Turlington. I will also be en list ing the ser vices of
Dawn Brislin, who will serve as an Ed i to rial As sis tant. 
Dawn will as sist me in en sur ing that ini tial sub mis sions fol -
low APA pub li ca tion guide lines and that ref er ences are
com plete, ac cu rate, and cited prop erly.  With the com bined
ef forts of re viewer in put, ed i tor feed back, and copy ed it ing
ser vices, I hope that we can re duce er rors that can de tract
from ar ti cle con tent value. As you can see by the new cover
de sign, while Tim and I have changed the look of the jour -
nal, even more im por tant is our com mit ment to pro duce a
jour nal that re flects good schol ar ship that is rel e vant to our
read ers.  I also want to add that I am very pleased and feel
fortunate to have the opportunity to work with Tim again.   

Third, I want to re spond in a timely and con struc tive
man ner to au thors. It is my goal that an ini tial de ci sion re -
gard ing all new manu script sub mis sions will be made
within 60 days once they are reg is tered on line through
Manu script Cen tral. I also want re view ers to pro vide timely
and con struc tive feed back to au thors and will work with re -
view ers to make sure this oc curs. Re view ers play a crit i cal

yet of ten thank less role for their ef forts. We are for tu nate
to have a ded i cated group of per sons who view this work as 
an im por tant part of their pro fes sional ser vice. In ter ested
per sons who want to serve as Ed i to rial Board mem bers
should con tact me.  New re view ers will be ap pointed to an
ad hoc panel, and, upon suc cess ful per for mance, will be
appointed as regular board members. 

I also want to men tion that this year we have planned a
spe cial is sue on the topic of in ter na tional re ha bil i ta tion.
Drs. Nan Hampton and Caren Saxe are serv ing as Co-ed i -
tors for this spe cial is sue. Nan and Caren have done a great
job so lic it ing manu scripts ad dress ing re ha bil i ta tion ed u ca -
tion prac tices through out the world. I be lieve that this spe -
cial is sue will help us better ap pre ci ate the con tri bu tions of
ed u ca tional prac tices from other coun tries that per haps
have greater rel e vance to our own work than we might ini -
tially re al ize. Please note that the NCRE Ex ec u tive Board
in sti tuted a new pol icy last year to ap prove only one spe -
cial is sue for any given pub li ca tion year.  In ter ested per -
sons who want to sub mit a writ ten pro posal for a spe cial
topic is sue should fol low in for ma tion in the Au thor Guide -
lines sec tion.  Ad di tional in for ma tion re gard ing spe cial is -
sue pro pos als can be lo cated by vis it ing the jour nal website 
at: http://www.rehabeducators.org/.

Fi nally, al though we had a strong turn out at the re cent
NCRE Con fer ence in San Diego, many re ha bil i ta tion ed u -
ca tors were not able to at tend.  This year, in con sul ta tion
with the pro gram chair per sons, I de cided to pro vide read -
ers with ab stracts of ac cepted pro grams.  In this way, other
re ha bil i ta tion ed u ca tors who could not at tend the con fer -
ence or a par tic u lar ses sion will have an op por tu nity to net -
work with pre sent ers. I hope you find this in for ma tion
use ful to your schol ar ship and teach ing.  Please also note
that all of the other manu scripts in this issue were accepted
under the previous editorship. 

I look for ward to work ing with you over the next four
years and en cour age you to sub mit ar ti cles rel e vant to re -
ha bil i ta tion ed u ca tion. I hope that with the com bined re -
sources avail able we can pro duce a jour nal that ad vances
the field of re ha bil i ta tion ed u ca tion and ul ti mately ben e fits 
per sons with dis abil i ties.  I also wel come your ideas and
in put in mak ing the jour nal stron ger and rel e vant to your
work as rehabilitation educators. 

James T. Her bert
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